with some 3,000 to 4,000 inhabitants, was a well-known, prosperous city highly regarded for the unique quality of its products.
The Beginnings of the Reformation
One man above all is associated with the Reformation in St. Gallen, the humanist and physician Joachim von Watt, whose name is generally found in its Latinized version, Vadian (1484-1551). Vadian was descended from an old established merchant family in St. Gallen whose status and wealth were a product of their participation in the linen trade. On completing his studies at the University of Vienna, Vadian became a professor at the same institution and, 
